SOCIOLOGY OF EMOTIONS

 (SOC 300X)

Spring 2005
PUBLIC OBSERVATION

GUIDELINES

Select a public space in which people’s emotions are likely to be vividly on display. This could be a police station, a church, a public assistance office, a grocery or clothing store, or many other locations. (If you are uncertain about your choice, consult with me in advance.) Observe this space for at least an hour (this may require more than one visit), and take notes on the way people display or hold back their emotions within it.

Write a 4-6 page paper which adheres to the requirements stipulated in the “Writing Guide” found at the back of your syllabus and which does the following:

1) Contrasts the ways in which people from different social class, ethnic, and gender backgrounds convey their emotions;

2) Explores the possible goals and motivations behind the emotional expressions you observe;

3) Explains how social context is effecting this display of emotion;

4) Analyzes the situation using at least one (or more) of the theories of emotions we have covered to date.

NOTE:

You may also choose, but are not required, to interview the person or people you are observing.

