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“The self has a character which is different from that of the physiological organism proper. The self is something which has a development; it is not initially there, at birth, but arises in the process of social experience and activity, that is, develops in the given individual as a result of his relations to that process as a whole and to other individuals within that process.”



George Herbert Mead, Mind, Self, and Society: From the Standpoint of a 

Social Behaviorist. (1934)

“Human beings [live] in a world of meaningful objects – not in an environment of stimuli or self-constituted entities. This world is socially produced in that the meanings are fabricated through the process of social interaction.”


Herbert Blumer, Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method (1969)

“The great decisions of human life have as a rule far more to do with the instincts and other mysterious unconscious factors than with conscious will and well-meaning reasonableness….[E]very civilized human being, whatever his conscious development, is still an archaic man at the deeper levels of his psyche. Just as the human body connects us with the mammals and displays numerous relics of earlier evolutionary stages going back even to the reptilian age, so the human psyche is likewise a product of evolution which, when followed up to its origins, shows countless archaic traits.”


Carl Jung, Modern Man in Search of a Soul (1933)

Course Objectives:

A persistent question of sociology over the last century has been: what is a self and how is it constructed? This question is really a subset of sociology’s larger question: How is society possible? Following this lead, this course will investigate the following questions: How is the self organized? How do people differentiate between the roles they play on the social stage and the identities they feel exist at their core? Is there a unified self in each person or is each of us an amalgamation of selves discoursing at an unconscious level? Do we exist without society? This course will investigate these questions from the sociological perspective that “reality” as defined by humans is a social construction.

Final Grade:
Participation   

= 20%



Presentation

= 15%



Mid Term Essay
= 20%

Final Paper

= 45%

NOTE: Any work not completed will be recorded as 0%.
Office Location: 
Maguire 135

Office Hours:

Mon.
2:30 – 3:30




Wed.
2:30 – 3:30




Thurs.
9:15 – 11:15




(And by appointment)

Office Telephone #: 
(845) 398 – 4387

E-mail: 

cchurchi@stac.edu

Required Texts (available in College bookstore):
Auster, Paul. New York Trilogy (1990)

Cunningham, Michael. A Home at the End of the World (1990)

Epstein, Mark. Thoughts Without a Thinker: Psychotherapy from a Buddhist Perspective 

(1995)

Goffman, Erving. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (1959)

Laing, R.D. The Politics of Experience (1971)

Lifton, Robert J. The Protean Self: Human Resilience in an Age of Fragmentation (1993)

Slater, Philip. The Pursuit of Loneliness: American Culture at the Breaking Point (1970)


ALSO: Various articles will be distributed in class.

Additional related books:

Blumer, Herbert. Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method (1969)

Flax, Jane. Thinking Fragments: Psychoanalysis, Feminism, and Postmodernism in the 

Contemporary West (1990)

Giddens, Anthony. Modernity and Self Identity: Self and Society in the Late Modern Age 

(1991)

Horney, Karen. Our Inner Conflicts: A Constructive Theory of Neurosis (1945)

Jung, C.G. Aion: Researches into the Phenomenology of the Self (1959)

Mead, George Herbert. Mind, Self, and Society: From the Standpoint of a Social 

Behaviorist. (1934)

Important Dates:


Sept. 16
– Student presentations begin


Sept. 30
– Preliminary topic for final paper due


Oct. 8

– Mid term essay due


Nov. 25
– Final papers due

Requirements & Policies:

1) Participation 20%: This course is a seminar. You are required to make comments, ask questions, and participate in debate during class sessions.

2) Presentation 15%: Starting the third week of the semester, each week one or two students will give a formal presentation on that week’s reading. Guidelines will be distributed in advance.

3) Mid Term Essay 20%: A 5 – 8 page critique of course material covered to date is due by the start of October. Students will formulate their own topics.

4) Final Paper 45%: A 10 – 13 page paper is due by the end of November. The topic is again up to the student but guidelines will be distributed.

5) Reading: To be done as assigned.

6) Attendance: Be in class. If you can not attend, explain why.

7) E-mail: You may email me regarding intellectual issues. Questions about assignments and scheduling should be addressed to me directly in class and only via email in an urgent situation. I will not respond to email inquiries about grades, but you are welcome to see me in person to discuss your grades.

8) Grading: The standard in grading all student work in this course can be found on pages 54-5 in the St. Thomas Aquinas College Catalog. These standards will be adhered to strictly. It is your obligation and to your advantage to be completely familiar with them. While the STAC grading scale does not include minuses (e.g.     A –, B –, C –), my own scale does include these designations. At the back of this syllabus, you will find a chart explaining how I convert my grades to the STAC system when I calculate your final course grade. 

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

(NOTE: The next session’s assignment will be indicated at the start or end of the preceding class session. If you miss a session, it is your obligation to discover the assignment. The professor does not have the time to respond to your telephone messages requesting a call back with assignments for sessions you have missed.)

1)
INTRODUCTION: What is a self?

Course structure and objectives

MOVIE:
“Tape” (90 minutes)

2)
Goffman, Erving. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (1959)



Preface – Ch. 1

Handout:

Krieger, Susan. The Mirror Dance: Identity in a Women’s Community (1983)



Introduction


DISCUSS “Tape”

3)
Goffman, Erving. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (1959)


Ch. 6 – 7

4)
Auster, Paul. New York Trilogy (1990)



“City of Glass”

5)
Lifton, Robert J. The Protean Self: Human Resilience in an Age of Fragmentation (1993)



Ch. 1– 3

6)
Lifton, Robert J. The Protean Self: Human Resilience in an Age of Fragmentation (1993)



Ch. 9 – 11

7)
Epstein, Mark. Thoughts Without a Thinker: Psychotherapy from a Buddhist Perspective (1995)



Introduction & Part I

8)
Epstein, Mark. Thoughts Without a Thinker: Psychotherapy from a Buddhist Perspective (1995)



Parts II & III

9)
Cunningham, Michael. A Home at the End of the World (1990)



Part I

10)
Cunningham, Michael. A Home at the End of the World (1990)



Parts II & III

11)
Laing, R.D. The Politics of Experience (1971)


Introduction – Ch. 4

12)
Laing, R.D. The Politics of Experience (1971)



Ch. 5 – 7 & “The Bird of Paradise”

13)
Slater, Philip. The Pursuit of Loneliness: American Culture at the Breaking Point (1970)



Preface, Ch. 1 – 2 & 7

14)
TO BE ANNOUNCED
WRITING GUIDE
The most important rule to remember in writing papers is to be clear and to the point. If you read your paper aloud to yourself, you will hear whether what you have written is clear or garbled. Reread your written work a couple of times before handing it in. Any sentences or paragraphs which do not make sense to you will make even less sense to me. An excellent guide for clear writing is The Elements of Style by Strunk & White. This is a slim and inexpensive paperback available in most bookstores.

The following rules apply to all writing:

1) Plagiarism: DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. Plagiarism is a serious offense. If you use anyone else’s writing in your papers without quoting and citing them properly, you will receive an F on your paper and you may receive an F for the entire course. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstances in this course. 

2) Format: All papers must be typed and double-spaced. Do not use excessive margins or font sizes to extend the length of your paper. If you do, your grade will suffer.

3) Cover Page: All papers must have a cover page which contains the following: (a) paper title, (b) your name, (c) the course and section for which the paper is written, and (d) the date on which the paper is handed in. The cover page does not count toward the length of the paper.

4) Numbering: Number all pages except for the cover page.

5) Contractions: Do not use contractions. For example, instead of writing “don’t” or “haven’t” write “do not” or “have not”. Contractions are informal and do not belong in academic writing.

6) References and Citations: Any time you quote or reference work which is not your own, you must provide a full citation for that work in a footnote or endnote as well as provide a full bibliographical reference. This pertains to any printed or spoken idea or words you are using which are not your own. If you are quoting a source from the Internet, you are required to provide proof that the source is reliable (that is, show me that it is an academic or mass media source). It is your obligation to prove that any Internet site is a legitimate source of information.

For guides on formatting footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies, go to the library and locate the citation guidelines of the Modern Language Association (MLA). You may also use The Chicago Manual of Style as a guide.

GRADING CONVERSION CHART

STAC to Dr. Churchill
STAC




Dr. Churchill

Letter

%


Letter

%

A

94 – 100

A+

100

A

95 – 99

A – 

94

B+

87 – 93

B+

87 – 93

B

80 – 86

B

84 – 86






B – 

80 – 83

C+

75 – 79

C+

75 – 79

C

70 – 74

C

74






C –

70 – 73

D

65 – 69

D+

67 – 69





D

65 – 67

F

0 – 64


F

0 – 64*

*NOTE: 

If you hand in work which earns an F, the percentage equivalent for that F is usually 64%. If you fail to hand in an assignment, the F you receive for it has the percentage equivalent of 0%. In the latter case, the F is technically worth far less than an F for a completed assignment and will have far more damaging consequences for your overall grade. In all cases of plagiarism and cheating, an F is worth 0% and the violation is recorded in a permanent file in the office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs.
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